Life in the Stone Age
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The Stone Age is the name given to the start of human
culture – from the dawn of civilisation 2.5 million years
ago, to around 5000 years ago, when humans began
using stone to make tools and objects. The Stone Age
is often divided into three eras:
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-Paleolithic (Old Stone Age);
-Mesolithic (Mid Stone Age);
-Neolithic (New Stone Age);

Farming

The Paleolithic era lasted for such a long time that it
accounts for 99% of all human history!

The Bronze Age
Around 4,000 years ago the Bronze Age came to Britain. This was the time period that linked the Stone Age
with the Iron Age. The metal Bronze was used to make objects, weapons and jewellery, and people began to
live in more permanent houses. During the Bronze Age, many people crossed the sea from mainland Europe
to settle in Britain.

The Iron Age
The Iron Age lasted from about 800 BC to the Roman invasion of
43 AD. In the Iron Age, people iron started to use iron to make
artefacts, weapons and tools. Iron Age settlers lived in villages and
often constructed forts to protect themselves. There are 1,224 hill
forts in England. Although some originate in the Bronze Age, the
majority of hill forts in Britain were constructed during the Iron Age.
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In the Paleolithic era, humans found their food from
the locally and seasonally. They mainly used tools
such as spears and slings to kill and capture
animals.
In the Mesolithic era, more complex weapons, such
as bows and arrows, were developed. Canoes were
built to allows humans to fish in the rivers and seas,
probably carved from tree trunks and branches
In the Neolithic era, animals such as cows and
sheep were domesticated, providing a ready-made
supply of meat, milk and bone. Grain was developed
as it could be stored for a long time. Farming is still
very important in modern times!
In the Paleolithic Era, people started to use used
tools such as basic knives and axes in everyday life.
In the Bronze and Iron Ages, people began metal
mining and working (Metallurgy) to make tools,
household objects, weapons and jewellery.
Cave paintings are the earliest examples of art. As
languages developed, so did art, dance, jewellery
and social traditions.
Mesolithic humans used to wear clothes made of
bark and leaves in the summer months, and clothes
made of animal skins in the winter months. In the
Bronze and Iron Ages, clothing could be woven.
In the Paleolithic era, people moved homes to follow
their food source.

Settlements

As the Stone Age Progressed into the Bronze Age,
people began to build better houses and settle
permanently. These settlements grew into villages
with complex societies.

Roundhouse

People constructed circular buildings made of wood
and straw with a central fire, to keep them and their
animals warm.

Hill Fort

In The Iron Age, roundhouses were used in larger,
more defensive settlements as part of tribal
territories.
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